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Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb  Horn
Trombone in Bb B.C.
Euphonium in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Bb T.C.
Tuba in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Eb T.C.
Tuba in Eb B.C.
String Bass

Spring March
By Jonathan Dagenais

This piece was written for the Saint-Edmond High School music program in Quebec, Canada. Spring March is a short, 
lively, and exciting concert march for young band. With several thematic and humorous elements, this piece is a fun 
way to work on the lightness of style, functional balance, tempo stability, and is perfect for teaching cut time and the 
traditional march form and structure. There are clear stylistic contrasts between all the different sections of the piece, 
and the beautiful lyrical trio section offers a great opportunity to work on phrasing and support. With efficient and 
exciting percussion parts, the piece also offers interesting lines and melodies for every instrument.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
The main challenge in this piece lies in maintaining tempo stability in cut time at a medium tempo. Students will 
need to clearly feel the quarter-note subdivision and avoid rushing (especially in the first part of the trio section, 
which has no percussion). One of the piece’s main goals is to help students focus on the lightness of style and 
transparency between the parts. Don’t be afraid to use the staccatos to achieve the light and lively style. The marcato 
combined with staccato articulation should be played short and brisk (avoiding a harsh, heavy, and aggressive 
sound). In measures 29 and 37, instruments with a piano dynamic should focus on the subito dynamic contrasts. The 
legato trio section is meant to create a big expressive contrast with the first (and final) section of the march. Be sure 
to pay special attention to phrasing and breath marks during the trio. At measure 85, the marcato elements from 
the first section appear—don’t hesitate to emphasize the expressive nature of those articulations. For percussion 
instruments that ring, dampen on all of the rests. Only let the notes marked with an l.v. tie.

GRADE LEVEL: 2 (MEDIUM EASY)
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Spring March
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